WABASHA SWCD STATE COST SHARE WELL SEALING POLICY & PROGRAM 

GUIDELINES

POLICY:
To limit groundwater and drinking water contamination, Wabasha Soil and Water Conservation District will provide technical and financial assistance to seal abandoned wells within an identified Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA), Drinking Water Supply Management Areas (DWSMAs) or areas of documented groundwater contamination to landowners of Wabasha County. The District will ensure all projects are maintained according to NRCS 351 practice standards and specifications to achieve proper implementation. A priority Checklist will be utilized to document each project’s environmental risk, and client obligations. All projects must abide by the priority checklist items and program guidelines as follows: 
PRIORITY CHECKLIST:
One of the following must be checked:

____
The well must be sealed to allow correction of a failing ISTS system.
____
The well must be sealed to allow correction of pollution runoff from a feedlot. 

____
The abandoned well is located in a designated well head protection area. (If Minnesota Department of Health funding is available in these areas, that will be considered first).
____
The abandoned well is in an area subject to flooding.

____
The abandoned well depth is known and the well penetrates at least one confining 

layer.

____
The abandoned well is in a township identified to have concentrations of nitrates above 10 ppm. (According to MDA Wabasha County Initial Well Dataset Map, 2017). 

____
The landowner has provided nitrate test results indicating levels at or above 10 ppm. 
All the following must be checked:

____
This is the client’s first application for well sealing cost-share this year.

____
The client has presented an estimate from a contractor licensed to seal wells in Minnesota or has a written offer to seal the well from a properly licensed contractor.
____
Funds are available and budgeted for well sealing.

PROGRAM GUIDELINES:
I. Total Cost share of 50% not to exceed $1,000 per well.

II. Funds will come from State Cost Share and/or Capacity Funding (beginning with FY’17 for both funding sources) and not to exceed $10,000 per year.
III. Maximum expenditure of $10,000 for first year of program.

IV. Waiting list may be developed as program proceeds and SWCD staff will prioritize wells by pollution threat if demand exceeds funding.

V. Application must be made and approved by SWCD Board prior to client and contractor closing the well.  

VI. Payment will be contingent on presentation to and approval of the SWCD Board of invoice, copy of completed Well and Boring Sealing Record that the contractor submits to the State (Department of Health) and landowner. This is the official documentation that the well was properly sealed. It will be attached to the cost-share voucher in place of the technical signature.
VII. No active advertising planned, although the areas with delineated well-head protection plans in place will be notified of program. (If MDH funding is available that will be offered first.
