
Silver Maple 
Tree Type 

This tree is deciduous and will lose its foliage for the 
winter. 

Plan�ng 

Not recommended for windbreak plan�ng due to 
weak wood and branch structure. Do not fer�lize. 
Refer to back for best plan�ng prac�ces for your 
bareroot. 

Watering 

If grown in proper condi�ons, the tree does not 
usually require supplemental waterings once its 
established. Refer to watering guidelines on back for 
specific watering direc�ons. 

 

 

Pruning 

Prune yearly to prevent breakage from high winds and ice. Damaged limbs should be pruned back to the 
collar. An arborist is recommended when the tree needs to be climbed. 

Preferences 

This tree grows in full sun to par�al shade which means it need a minimum of 4 hours of direct, 
unfiltered light. It is adaptable to a variety of soil condi�ons including occasional flooding to occasional 
drought. Prefers moist, well-drained soil. 

Atributes 

Silver Maples grow to a height of 50 to 80 � with a spread of 35 to 50 �. It grows at a fast rate into a vase 
like shape in maturity. In a light wind, the tree produces a lovely shimmery effect thanks to the silvery 
underside of its leaves. Due to overplan�ng, Silver Maple is not a recommended tree by most 
authori�es. The tree’s root are dense and shallow so avoid plan�ng as a lawn tree and try to place the 
tree at the edge of your property to prevent damage to lawn mower blades. The so� wood is used for 
cra�ng and inexpensive furniture. Syrup can be harvested from Silver Maples but in lower quan��es 
than other varie�es and is half as sweet as sugar maple.  

Wildlife Value 

The Silver Maple’s buds are eaten by squirrels in early springs and provides nes�ng sites for ducks and 
other birds. Beavers find the tree delicious.  



When newly planted trees go without enough water, growth slows to a crawl.  This delays establishment 
and may even lead to the death of leaves, branches, roots or the whole tree. 

For the most part, trees can only take up water from soil that is in direct contact with roots.  Even in the 
best condi�ons, newly transplanted trees use water from a rela�vely small volume of soil.  To make 
maters worse, roots of bare root, balled & burlaped, and spaded trees are cut during transplan�ng. 

Within two to three days after spring or summer planting, the soil around the roots of trees dries 
enough to impede root growth.  Newly transplanted trees in the Midwest benefit from daily watering 
for the first one to two weeks.  Apply 1 to 1½ gallons of water for each inch of trunk diameter.  After 
that, water trees every two to three days for the next two to three months and then weekly until 
established.  The more closely you match your watering frequency to the optimum, the quicker trees 
become established. 
Reduce watering in cool, cloudy, or wet weather if the soil is poorly drained (soil drains less than 3/4 
inches per hour).  Eliminate daily irrigation in poorly drained soil. 
A�er it rains, stop watering un�l the rainwater drains from the soil.  Stop watering in the autumn once 
leaves fall from trees. 

Mulch reduces evapora�on and conserves water.  An investment in frequent watering helps insure 
against tree death and the cost of replan�ng trees. 

 


